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POLOFF  recently  raised  with  Argentine  MFA  Director  General 
for  Human  Rights  Silvia  Fernandez  the  USG's  ongoing  concern 
with  the  "Defamation  of  Religion"  resolution  at  the  UNHRC  per 
reftels.  Fernandez  recalled  that  Argentina  initially  favored 
the  resolution,  but  as  the  text  evolved,  Argentina  decided  to 
abstain.  She  noted  that  the  OAS,  Africa,  and  the  EU  all 
expressed  concern  with  the  resolution's  impact  on  freedom  of 
expression.  She  also  observed  that  GRULAC ' s position  on  the 
resolution  had  not  changed.  Fernandez  stated  that  Argentina 
will  continue  to  evaluate  the  resolution,  and  indicated  that 
she  looked  forward  to  working  with  the  USG  on  this  issue. 

She  added  that  it  would  be  helpful  for  countries  that  do  not 
support  the  resolution  "to  make  a clearer  argument  on  the 
resolution's  negative  impact  on  freedom  of  expression." 
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